____________________________Impacts of Slavery in Africa___________________________

The people could no longer go to farm or engage in
fishing and other businesses because of fear of being kidnapped. People were afraid to move on their own to transact business with
their neighbours and this hindered the process of development in the
region.



Slavery always existed in Europe; mainly sourced  from the Balkans. North Africa also captured or purchased Europeans. The African trades scale meant that race became intertwined with racial perceptions, producing a curious mix of fear and superiority in Europeans.

Two-thirds of those shipped to the America’s were men. Prior to the European’s however, women were not enslaved. In some decimated areas women had to assume male roles along with their traditional agricultural, homemaking and craftwork roles.

Coastal West Africa was malarial. The more powerful kingdoms were in the interior. European weapons and goods upset the balance of power. 

Local rulers became dependent on the Europeans to maintain their power. No longer needing to establish legitimacy with those they ruled, rulers became more tyrannical and less concerned with the lives of their subjects.

The most able bodied were favoured as they attracted the highest prices. Many were falsely criminalized to justify their capture. The breakdown of concepts of justice led to increased criminality throughout the region.

The enormous agricultural production of the Niger Delta had allowed a thriving economy. The depopulation destroyed communal life, created a shortage of skilled workers and led to prolonged decline.

The Europeans provided guns and other dangerous weapons, which gave the people more impetus and capacity to fight with their neighbours and this process therefore offered the slave merchants the opportunity to kidnap and capture more of the people.


Before the Europeans arrival slavery had never been  part of the economy. It had been a punishment and was not hereditary. It had more in common with feudalism rather than the European chattel slavery. 

