Stalin Denounced by Nikita

Khrushchev

HE TWENTIETH CONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY of the
Soviet Union assembled in Moscow in the Great Hall of
the Kremlin on February 14th, 1956. It was the first since
the death of Josef Stalin in 1953, but almost nothing was said
about the dead leader until, in closed session on the 25th, 1,500
delegates and many invited visitors listened to an amazing
speech by Nikita Khrushchev, First Secretary of the party, on

“The Personality Cult and its Consequences’.

Khrushchev denounced Stalin, the cult of per-
sonality he had fostered and the crimes he had
perpetrated, including the executon, torture
and mmprisonment of loval party members on
false charges. He blamed Stalin for foreign policy
crrors, for the failings of Soviet agriculture, for
ordering mass terror and for mistakes that had
led to appalling loss of life in the Second World

Khrushchev (third from
left) and other Communist
leaders review a Red
Square parade in 1956.
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War and the German occupation of huge ared
of Soviet territory.,

Khrushchev's audience heard him in almos
complete silence, broken only by astonished
murmurs. The delegates did not dare even t
look at each other as the party secretary pilegl
one horrifying accusation on another for four
solid hours. At the end there was no applausge
and the audience left in a state of shock.
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congress had called for measures “for removing
wholly and entirely the cult of the individual
foreign to Marxism-Leninism... in every aspect
of party, governmental and ideological activity.’

The speech was reported in the loreigy
media the next day. In March the Central Comy
mittee had the text distributed to the pary
branches, where it was read out. Inside thg
Soviet Union it would help to create greatey
freedom, in time. Plenty of Stalinist henchmen
and functonaries were stll determined tq
resist de-Stalinization, but thousands of politif
cal prisoners were released and others posthut
mously rehabilitated. Abroad, Khrushchev'y
words cut the ground from under the feet o
Communist party members and leftwing intelt
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