Perceptions of China
· 
· 
· China rather than the USSR was perceived as a revolutionary power.
· It was the key power at the 1955 Bandung Conference of African and Asian states.
· The ability of Chinese soldiers impressed Western observers. They realised that with better equipment they would be a very dangerous adversary. 
· The disagreement over repatriation of prisoners was embarrassing. Eventually 33,000 POWs chose Taiwan over the PRC. 
Political Changes in China
· 
· 
· It delayed the implementation of the first five-year plan.
· In many ways Mao had been wrong, Chinese Revolutionary fervor could overcome American weaponry. But he understood Chinese demographics and he was prepared to make manpower sacrifices in order to raise China’s status on the global stage and to discredit the majority of CCP leadership who opposed the war. It was Korea that made China a truly authoritarian state.
· Mao’s son was killed by a South African fighter squadron.
Impacts of the Korean War on Maoist China
Chinese Strategic Changes
· 
· 
· Mao realised that he could not rely on the USSR for technologically advanced equipment. 
· The concessions made in the armistice talks convinced him of the need for nucelar weapons.

Regional Strategic Changes
· 
· 
· Mao missed a golden opportunity when the UN requested a ceasefire and four power talks after Communist forces took Seoul in early 1951. Part of the discussions was the removal of all foreign powers from Korea, admittance of the PRC to the UN and a resolution over Taiwan.
· Mao now had to contend with a permanent US presence on the Korean peninsula.
· The DPRK continued to absorb aid that China could not afford. Kim il Sung showed a staggering lack of gratitude for Chinese assistance. Mao may have avoided a capitalist neighbour, but he was now tied to an ally even more unpredictable than he.

