_______________Short- and Long-Term Causes of the Conquest of the Aztec_______________
	Event
	Description

	


Cortes’ Boredom
	Columbus’ governorship had been a disaster. The Spanish had been unable to coerce the population into providing labour, and besides they had already been exterminated by 1519. There was little exploitable gold and Spanish crops had not grown.

	

Cordoba’s Expedition
	Upon reaching the small island, Cortes first discovered the inhabitants practiced human sacrifice. Outraged he now had an added religious justification for subjecating the Mexica.

	

Founding of Vera Cruz
	The good fortune of finding the two translators allowed Cortes to learn of the Aztec’s wealth as well as its numerous enemies which could become potential allies.

	
Failure at Santo Domingo
	In August 1519 Cortes took the bold move of scuttling his fleet to ensure that his men had no option but to follow him to Tenochtitlan. 

	
Montezuma’s Welcome
	He had received an encomienda and administrative responsibilities around Santiago de Cuba. However, this was not the reason he ventured to the New World.

	


Victory over the Tabascans
	There was little oversight of the New World. Royal control had been shaky since the death of Isabella. Charles V had secured the throne in 1517, but then had been rocked by the Comunero revolt. His attempts to become Holy Roman Emperor not only absorbed much of his time, but left him financially drained. 

	


Reconquista
	The agreement with Tlacochcaltal gave Cortes an understanding of the functioning of the Aztec and sufficient porters and cooks to facilitate the march to the Valley of Mexico.



	
Arrival in Cozumel
	The relationship between the two men in Cuba deteriorated. Mainly Velazquez objected to Cortes’ treatment of his sister-in-law Catalina Suarez. 

	

Aguilar and Malinche
	From the 1530s the Franciscans reported that at Cortes arrival he had been acclaimed as Quetzalcoatl. He then decided to use this superstition to get the Aztec to submit to him.

	

Frontier Mindset
	Cortes claimed that the Aztec emperor had surrendered his kingdom to him at their first meeting. Therefore, all subsequent actions would be to punish a disobedient vassal. 

	


Burning of the Ships
	In their first engagement in Mesoamerica the Spaniards defeated the 25,000 strong force for no losses. It gave Cortes a false sense of superiority – not realising these coastal dwellers were far weaker than the Aztec.

	

Rift with Velazquez 
	The Spanish held an extreme masochism and took umbrage at the slightest insult. The greatest honour would be to have your service recognised by becoming a court noble.

	
Chivalric Romances
	The first expedition to reach Mexico. Though it ended in disaster, it established the presence of a settled sedentary civilization.

	
Distractions of the Crown
	The long wars against Islam had entrenched ideas of oligarchic feudal privilege and a natural inequality between conqueror and conquered. 

	
Alliance with the Totonac
	He learnt about the Aztec for the first time. A local chief gifted him a number of intricate golden ornaments that he immediately returned to his uncle in Cuba. 

	

Grivalja Expedition
	By establishing the city, he declared he was answerable only to the King. To avoid punishment for his disobedience he would need to return with sizeable rewards.


	

Life in the Extremadura
	Cortes took the ambassadors excessive politeness as a sign of submission. He and his men were particularly excited when Montezuma’s representative returned the subsequent week with the Spanish helmet filled with gold.

	


Apotheosis Theory
	The conquest of Granada had proved disappointing. The carefully constructed agricultural infrastructure had been destroyed and the population was hostile. Those seeking an encomienda or to become a hidalgo would have to look elsewhere.

	
Desire to be a Hidalgo/Punta
	Cortes came from the poorest part of Spain. His father was impoverished Spanish knight. There was little prospect for advancement outside military service. 

	
Tendile Embassy
	Most popular was Amadis of Gaul. Cortes likely drew inspiration from the martially and sexually gifted hero.



